17t December 2025

Dear Parents/Carers
RE: Year 10 Curriculum - T3

Thank you for partnering with us in your child’s education at Oak Academy. Research
shows that when parents and guardians are actively involved, students can make up to four
months of additional progress in a year—a fantastic impact!

This term, we're introducing pupils to a study technique called Face It. When exams and
assessments are approaching, the amount of material to revise can feel overwhelming. Face It
breaks revision into manageable steps, starting with the easier tasks and gradually building up to
the more challenging ones. The key message? Don’t avoid revision—make a start and keep
going!

Here’s what Face it stands for:
e F — Facts: Secure the basic facts first. Build a strong foundation of knowledge.
e A — Apply: Apply your knowledge to new problems and real-world contexts.
e C— Connect: Connect your knowledge with more complex questions.
o E — Exam Questions: Test yourself on timed exam questions.

The overall message: Start with the basics, then apply and deepen your understanding step by
step.

If you'd like to learn more and support your child with their study skills at home, you and you child
can watch the pupil podcast here:
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A Times Rock and Pop Music Book of the Year

Currently reading in tutor time:

Musical Truth by Jeffrey Boakye

Or

Here I Stand by Amnesty International JEEE L sk

Why Attendance Matters for Your Child’s Success

At Oak Academy, we want every student to achieve their very best—and good attendance is
key to making that happen. We work hard to provide a safe, welcoming environment and
monitor attendance closely because we know how much it matters.
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/hhJBknhFgyw?feature=oembed

Did you know?

o Children with no absence at Key Stage 4 are almost twice as likely to achieve 5 or
more GCSEs compared to those who miss 10—-15% of lessons.

o If your child’s attendance is 90%, that means they’re missing one day every fortnight.
Over a year, that adds up to four weeks of school—and over five years, that's half a
school year lost.

Everyday counts. Good attendance gives your child the best chance to succeed in school and
beyond.

How You Can Help

We really appreciate your support in making sure your child attends school regularly. If you have
any concerns or challenges, please reach out to one of our Family Liaison Officer at:

e Cassie.Emery-Tyler Cassie.Emery-Tyler@oa.weareauthentic.education
o Keisha.Pretty Keisha.Pretty@oa.weareauthentic.education

We'll work together to identify any barriers and put support in place. If needed, we may also
involve the BCP Council Inclusion Team or other organisations to help improve attendance.

Thank you for your continued support. We hope you enjoy talking with your child about their
learning and reading over the coming weeks!

Warmest regards,
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Hayley Yarrow

Vice Principal Quality of Education
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Curriculum overview for Year 10

Subject

T3 Bigger picture

Art

Continuing their journey with marine life, this term students will focus on creating
evidence for AO4 - the final piece. Having already created a 3D starfish, this term
will see them produce a beaded jellyfish, and a multiple dip batik of their marine life
of choice. Evidence in the portfolio will continue to build through home learning
tasks, and classroom workshops.

Business

This term we will finish Unit 2 Marketing, students will look at the ‘Marketing Mix’
also known as the 4 P’s - Price, Product, Promotion and Place. They will learn the
different types of pricing strategies and their advantages and disadvantages.
Following this they will start the final module from Paper 1 — People.

Childcare

Completion of coursework on creating safe environments and exam content on
stages of labour. Students will be covering graphic content in lessons relating to
childbirth.

Computer
Science

Students will engage in an in-depth study of how searching and sorting algorithms
are structured, expand their understanding of how data is represented and stored
by computer systems, and continue to develop their skills in the Python
programming language.

Dance

Students will be continuing their study into their comp 1 assessment. Students will
be exploring a range of dancing styles and choreographers.

Drama

This term students will complete their Comp 3 Mock and then start on their Comp 2
mock which will look at devising a piece based on a stimulus the students have
chosen. They will, devise, rehearse and perform this piece as well as keeping a
written log of their developments.

English

This term the students will be studying William Shakespeare's Macbeth. We will
examine key themes, motifs, and authorial intent. We will explore how Shakespeare
was influence by James 1's reign and the role of the tragic hero.

Geography

This term, students will be completing and consolidating their work on Section A:
Urban Issues and Challenges for their Paper 2. They will explore the causes and
impacts of rapid urbanisation, focusing on opportunities and challenges in cities
within both newly emerging economies and high-income countries. Key themes
include urban growth, migration, social and economic change, and strategies for

sustainable urban living. Students will also examine a UK city case study to
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understand how urban planning addresses housing, transport, and environmental
issues.

Health &
Social Care

Completion of coursework on health promotion and exam content on Person
Centred Care Values.

History

This term, students will study Unit 4 of the AQA GCSE History Paper 2 Thematic unit
on Migration. They will explore Britain in the 20th century, focusing on the end of
Empire and its impact through the World Wars, Suez, and independence movements
in India and Africa. Students will examine the legacy of Empire, including Windrush
and Caribbean migration, Asian and African migration, and figures such as Claudia
Jones and Idi Amin. The unit also considers Britain’s changing relationship with
Europe, from post-war recovery and EU membership to cultural and economic
interaction, and how these developments shaped migration patterns and modern
Britain. They will also begin their British depth study on Elizabethan England, c.
1586-1603 by starting unit 1 on Elizabeth I's court and Parliament.

Hospitality &
Catering

This term Catering students will be focusing on more complex cooking skills. Dishes
they will make include raspberry mousse — using gelatine, meringues, choux pastry
profiteroles filled with ganache. Students will also learn more about the hospitality
industry in their theory sessions, as well as how to evaluate their dishes and
methods used.

Maths

Foundation groups will complete the following units:

Unit 7 - Averages and Range - This unit involves calculating the 4 averages including
calculating these averages from frequency and grouped frequency tables.

Unit 8 - Perimeter, area and Volume 1 - This unit involves calculating the area and
perimeter of 2D shapes and calculating surface area and volume from 3D shapes.

Higher groups will complete the following units:

Unit 6 — Graphs — This unit involves drawing and interpreting linear and non-linear

graphs as well as looking at conversion graphs.

Unit 7 - Area and Volume - This unit involves finding the area of 2D shapes as well

as parts of circles as well as finding the volume of 3D shapes including spheres and
cones.

Music

The students will be studying film music especially the music of John Williams. They
will explore how to create character, emotion, and abstract concepts through music
and compose their own piece of film music. In the second half of the term they will

explore Britpop of the 90s, learning about the common features of the music, as
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well as the history and context of the time. They will choose a Britpop piece of
music to perform on their own or as part of a group.

PE

Students continue to develop their autonomy and motivation towards physical
activity and sport but rotating through another couple of activities they have chosen
to do.

GCSE PE

Students will be studying the cardiovascular and respiratory systems and how they
can be applied to sport. They will also be working on badminton as a potential
individual sport they can offer as part of their practical component.

Performing
Arts

In dance this term students are continuing to develop their range of dance skills and
techniques to work towards their first unit of the BTEC course. through the lessons
and home learning students will develop their understanding of difference dance
styles and how their compare not just in the style itself but also the setting and
theme. Students will be watching live performances and be involved in AUB dance
workshop.

In Drama this term students are continuing to develop their theatrical skills ready
for their mock exam. They will learn and perform 2 extracts from the musical Blood
Brothers.

Science

In biology students will be studying communicable disease prevention, treatment
and how they spread. In chemistry students will study equations, the conservation
of mass and reactivity of elements. In Physics students will study density and
specific heat capacity.

Spanish

Theme: Lifestyle and wellbeing. Describing healthy daily routines, plans for being
healthy (future and conditional tenses) and mealtimes. Comparing old and new
habits using the present and past tenses.

Spotlight on Science: Careers Feature

Why Science Matters
Studying science opens countless doors to exciting and rewarding careers. It's a core subject
because of its impact on everyday life and its value to employers. The word “science” comes from
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@ Oak

the Greek for “truth,” and disciplines like Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Astrophysics, Engineering,
Geology, and Social Sciences all strive to uncover truth through evidence and research.

Key Skills You Gain Through Science

o Data Interpretation
Businesses thrive on data. Scientists know how to collect, analyze, and interpret
information—skills that help companies save money, boost profits, and make smarter
decisions.

o Maedical Professions
Doctors, nurses, paramedics, dentists, vets, and veterinary nurses all rely on science.
These respected roles start with a strong foundation in school science.

o Engineering & Industry
From motorcycles to airplanes, engineering depends on scientific principles. Major
industries like pharmaceuticals, food science, and nutrition offer huge opportunities for
those trained in scientific methods.

o Critical Thinking for Headlines
Health news often comes with sensational headlines. Understanding scientific methodology
helps you separate fact from fiction and make informed decisions.

Explore Careers in Science
Here are some useful resources to spark ideas:
o BBC Bitesize: Careers in Science
« National Careers Service: Science & Research
e Youth Employment UK: Health & Science Careers

Career Options Include:
Doctor e Nurse e Laboratory Technician e Forensic Specialist e Archaeologist ¢ Chemist ¢ Geologist
e Environmental Scientist ¢ Biologist ¢ Research Scientist e Vet e Veterinary Nurse
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Here are a selection of articles and resources to help you with career ideas and
development —

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zjpc382

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/science-and-research

https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/careers-hub-sector/health-and-science/

If you or your child has any questions on any of the career paths highlighted, please encourage
them to speak to one of their science teachers.

Reading

Oak Academy'’s vision for Literacy is underpinned by the belief that every student has the right to
leave us being a confident reader, writer and speaker. To support our vision, we have a range of
strategies and interventions in place.

Tutor Time Reading

All students in Years 7-11 take part in our Tutor Time Reading programme two times per week.
Through reading quality Literature, we are working hard to foster an appreciation of reading, a
love of words and aim to increase our student’s knowledge of issues in the world.

Literacy Interventions

For students not yet achieving their Age-Related Expectations, we offer a range of interventions.
To ensure the intervention is of the correct level students are assessed using the NGRT
assessment three times a year. Our approach to intervention follows the following sequence with
students being placed at their most relevant stage:

1. Phonics intervention — this is completed by a trained Phonics teacher on a rolling timetable
across the week. Students are placed in small ability groups and regularly assessed.

2. Lexia intervention - this is completed during tutor time and or lesson time. Students spend
25 minutes three times a week completing Lexia which is a computer-based system
providing a personalised learning experience for all students. These sessions are generally
run by English teachers.
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